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Wood burning emissions decrease in record year for stove sales 

 
The Stove Industry Association (SIA) welcomes the release of the latest air pollution data by Defra that 
shows an 18% reduction in PM2.5 emissions nationally between 2012 and 2022. 
 
Particulate emissions from “domestic combustion” fell between 2021 and 2022 with a 3.9% reduction 
in PM10 and a 4% reduction PM2.5 from “domestic combustion”. The latest data also shows that 
PM2.5 emissions from the domestic use of wood fuel specifically fell by 2.7%.  
 
The latest Defra data covers the same period in which stove sales, as reported by SIA manufacturing 
members (representative of approximately 80% of total UK sales), hit a record high. Chair of the SIA, 
Andy Hill, commented: 
 
“SIA members reported annual sales of over 200k units in 2022, a 40% increase on 2021. This increase 
was driven by several factors including spiralling energy prices and increasing consumer apprehension 
regarding grid reliability. What is clear from the latest data is that, despite an increase in stove sales, 
domestic emissions have come down. This points clearly and conclusively to the improvement in air 
quality that can be achieved by replacing open fires and older stove models with modern, Ecodesign 
design compliant stoves such as clearSkies certified appliances.” 
 
The SIA notes that the term “domestic combustion” used by Defra encompasses a range of burning 
activities at home, and that while solid fuel combustion inside the home makes up most domestic PM 
emissions, the category also includes emissions from the use of natural gas for cooking and hot water 
production, oil for space heating, and solid fuels such as charcoal used outdoors on domestic BBQs 
and firepits. 
 
The SIA also calls for the latest data to be thoroughly reviewed before sweeping statements about the 
source apportionment of PM emissions are made. Andy Hill, added: 
 
“Despite showing a reduction in emissions from wood burning at home, the demonisation of 
sustainable solid fuel stove use is once again front and centre of the coverage of the latest Defra data, 
with many outlets relying on opinion and biased commentary rather than reporting what the data 
shows. The data released by Defra yesterday clearly shows that PM2.5 emissions from domestic 
combustion have fallen between 2021 and 2022 by just over 4%, compared to PM2.5 emissions from 
road transport which have increased by 3.5%. We believe this reduction is due to the growing uptake 
of highly efficient and low emission Ecodesign compliant stove models to replace open fires and older 
stoves, and growing consumer awareness of the importance of using the correct fuel.”  
 
“The SIA looks forward to being able to apportion the numbers more accurately once the NAEI 
publishes the detailed source and activity name data that drives the top-level figures released by 
Defra. Last year this clearly showed that PM2.5 emissions from Ecodesign stoves burning dry wood 
fuel accounted for less than 0.1% of the UK total.” 
 
ENDS 
 
Editor’s Notes: 

• The Stove Industry Association was formed in 2008 and is a trade association of stove 
manufacturers, distributors, retailers and installers, wood fuel suppliers, flue and component 
manufacturers and other interested industry bodies. 

• With over 120 members, the SIA represents the stove industry in discussion with government 
departments such as Defra and DESNZ, Welsh Government, Scottish Government, and the 
Greater London Authority.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/emissions-of-air-pollutants/emissions-of-air-pollutants-in-the-uk-summary
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65c5f351cc433b000ca90b08/pm10_key_emission_sources_2022.csv/preview
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65c5f38f14b83c000ca715c4/pm2_5_key_emission_sources_2022.csv/preview
https://stoveindustryalliance.com/increase-in-wood-burning-stove-sales-points-to-consumers-taking-action-to-tackle-heating-bills/
https://www.clearskiesmark.org/


Stove Industry Association 
Press Release 

15th February 2024 
Emissions of Air Pollutants in the UK 

  

 
• The SIA represents the UK in CEFACD, the European Committee of Manufacturers of Domestic 

Heating and Cooking Appliances and engages openly with all stakeholders. 

• Please contact Erica Malkin SIA Communications Manager on 07891 097842 or 
erica@stoveindustryalliance.com for further comment on this press release. 

• Further information on the work of the SIA can be found at www.stoveindustryalliance.com 
 
SIA Top Tips: 
• Choose an Ecodesign compliant sustainable solid fuel stove such as a clearSkies certified 

appliance. If you currently use an open fire or an older, very basic stove, consider upgrading. A 
modern Ecodesign compliant sustainable solid fuel stove releases up to 90% less emissions than 
an open fire and can be up to 80% less than some older stoves. Your local SIA Retail Group 
member can help advise on the best stove for you and your family. 

• If you live in a Smoke Control Area, your stove will also need to be Defra exempt. All clearSkies 
Level 3 and above models are certified as Defra exempt. 

• Visit your local stove retailer for guidance on choosing the right size stove for your property and 
for a detailed installation quote. You can find your nearest SIA Retail Group member showroom 
here. 

• Ensure your stove is fitted by an appropriately qualified competent person such as one who 
is HETAS or OFTEC registered. 

• Ensure you use quality fuel. Look for the Ready to Burn logo to ensure your wood logs are at or 
below 20% moisture content. Never used chemically treated wood or burn waste on your stove. 

• Ensure your stove is serviced and your chimney swept at least once a year – the SIA 
recommends NVQ qualified sweeps for the ongoing maintenance and servicing of your stove 
and chimney. The Federation of British Chimney Sweeps has links to all the main sweep 
associations. Chimney sweeps are a valuable source of information for good practice and 
advice. 

mailto:erica@stoveindustryalliance.com
https://stoveindustryalliance.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clearskiesmark.org%2Fproduct-search%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IOyfC6NYY6gIvF8Eis5XLkZHy2gjLmDSlyFlkL2%2Fu%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstoveindustryalliance.com%2Fmembership%2Flocate-sia-retail-group-members%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XLy3IaUIkI%2B0jZGqIPcIYDJY71gof7p%2FalN6gj5taU0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstoveindustryalliance.com%2Fmembership%2Flocate-sia-retail-group-members%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XLy3IaUIkI%2B0jZGqIPcIYDJY71gof7p%2FalN6gj5taU0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fsmoke-control-area-rules&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=epsf2mOeak5iCiHOG5jWNsklFC2exL70UzYqrzZzNdI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstoveindustryalliance.com%2Fmembership%2Flocate-sia-retail-group-members%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XLy3IaUIkI%2B0jZGqIPcIYDJY71gof7p%2FalN6gj5taU0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstoveindustryalliance.com%2Fmembership%2Flocate-sia-retail-group-members%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XLy3IaUIkI%2B0jZGqIPcIYDJY71gof7p%2FalN6gj5taU0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hetas.co.uk%2Ffind-installer%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ydMbndRtDcrmPLFtW23i6t4mOYcgO1KU95O%2FQLH5Jls%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oftec.co.uk%2Fconsumers%2Ffind-an-oftec-registered-technician&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I4X2FSzluup9EmFdk8TEcfMEwQS1F2mWrvB04nT4Xwk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.readytoburn.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586178884783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IWnYsE3IRXI337SzSBXDUcI4%2Fs5f8aLSBD05gHJUiEo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffederationbcs.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Jones%40mailonsunday.co.uk%7Ce72605fe677a498f149e08da8b69c9ae%7C0f3a4c644dc54a768d4152d85ca158a5%7C0%7C0%7C637975586179040561%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wx%2B5Ql%2Bg4wZF8zAuFUEOWhhEInZQieTrpN2hOZErqjA%3D&reserved=0

